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item  3 of the provisional agenda 
(Technical assistance) 

 
 
 

UNSD technical assistance activities 2008 and 2009  
 

Report by UNSD 
 
During 2008 UNSD organized two workshops for developing countries and provided ad 
hoc technical advice whenever requested by countries. In 2009 UNSD will continue its 
technical assistance activities and will focus more on issues related to the preparation of 
the revised recommendations for international merchandise trade statistics. 
 
Activities during 2008  
 

1. ESCWA/UNSD Workshop on Data quality and production of external trade 
indices, 12-15 June 2008, Cairo, Egypt. For more information: 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/trade/ITS-newsletter%20June08.pdf. 

 
2. UNSD/ESCAP Workshop for Developing Countries on the Revision of the 

International Recommendations for International Merchandise Trade Statistics 
(IMTS), 9-12 September 2008, Bangkok, Thailand. For detailed information: 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/trade/workshops_imts.htm. 

 
Planned or forthcoming activities during 2009 
 

3. UNSD / ECLAC Workshop for Developing Countries on the Revision of the 
Recommendations for International Merchandise Trade Statistics (IMTS), 31 
March - 3 April 2009, Bogotá, Colombia. For detailed information: 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/trade/workshops_imts.htm. 
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4. Eurotrace fellowships: UNSD is funding a (very) limited number of participations 
of African countries in the Eurotrace training courses provided by Eurostat in 
Luxembourg. 

 
5. During 2009 UNSD plans to hold one additional workshop on IMTS in South-

East Asia towards the end of the year. 


