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(Database developments in organizations) 

 
 
 

COMTRADE: status and technical issues 
 

Report by UNSD 
 
 
Status of the joint UNSD-OECD Comtrade processing system  
 
1. The UNSD-OECD Comtrade data processing system (CoprA) was implemented 
1.1.2006 simultaneously at UNSD and OECD. Based on the experience gained in the first 
year UNSD updated and further improved the new processing system during 2007. 
Overall, the implementation of the new processing system in 2006 and related 
improvements led to significant progress in data quality and data availability on UN 
Comtrade (see below for details). 
  
2. As part of their cooperation on international merchandise trade statistics (IMTS) 
OECD collects and forwards to UNSD data for the 30 OECD member countries. Another 
important element in the cooperation between UNSD and UNSD is the objective to 
provide identical data for the OECD member countries as far as possible. The 
establishment of the joint processing system was a big step forward to achieving this goal 
and the recent implementation of the 2007 updates to the processing system at OECD 
will further simplify the exchange of processing reports.  
 
3. End of last year UNSD and OECD started the process to agree on a new 
memorandum of understanding which intends to cover not only international 
merchandise trade statistics but also statistics on international trade in services.  
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UN Comtrade data publication and data availability 
 
4. Data availability increased further during 2008. For 142 countries or areas 
detailed data for the reporting year 2007 was published by the end of 2008, compared 
with 133 countries or areas in the previous year (please see table below). The number of 
country years published for the first time reached 209 in 2008 compared with 202 for the 
year before. Overall, UN Comtrade made significant progress in filling data gaps and the 
data availability in terms of number of available countries for the different reporting 
years has never been higher. 
 
UN Comtrade publication statistics* 

 
 
5.  The processing and publication of revised data are an important part of keeping 
the data on UN Comtrade up-to-date. Also, as indicated previously, UNSD engaged in a 
program of reprocessing data previously processed in the old mainframe application for 
the years 2000-2004 in order to improve data quality and to generate the additional 
outputs of the new processing system such as quantity estimates and tariff line data. In 
2008 UNSD published 237 revised or reprocessed country periods in addition to the 209 
country periods which were published for the first time. 
 
Developments on UN Comtrade during 2008 and future plans 
 
6. During 2008 many countries submitted their data for 2007 in the new version of 
the Harmonized System (HS 2007). The processing of this data was without problems. 
Initially, data reported in the HS 2007 was only converted into HS 2002 and SITC, 
Rev.4. Yet, during 2008 the data conversion into SITC, Rev.3 and BEC were 
implemented.  
 
7. Since this February data submitted in the HS 2007 is also available converted into 
HS 1996 and HS 1992. During the implementation of these two conversions also some 
corrections to the initial HS 2007 to HS 2002 conversion were made. Users were 
informed and a detailed note describing the methodology for developing the HS data 
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conversions has been made available. It should be pointed out that the HS data 
conversions convert data exclusively on the subheading level. 
 
8. UNSD plans to develop and implement the conversions from HS 2007 to SITC, 
Rev.2 and SITC, Rev.1 during the first half of 2009. During 2009 UNSD also intends to 
update UN Comtrade dissemination to allow users to extract only original HS data more 
easily. 
 
9. New standard unit values for quantity checking and estimation for the year 2008 
have been generated and implemented for all HS versions.  
 
10. The International Trade Statistics Yearbook 2007 has been made available online 
on UN Comtrade at http://comtrade.un.org/pb/. The yearbook consists of country pages, 
commodity pages and special tables.  
 
11. UNSD receives occasionally inquiries concerning specific data problems. All 
such issues are followed up and often the reporting country is contacted. UNSD is 
considering tracking and providing feedback on such inquiries in a more systematic way 
if there should be such a need by data users. 


