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Harmonized System 2012 and SITC

Note by UNSD

1. The Statistical Commission, at its thirty-fifth session (2-5 March 2004), agreed
with the conclusion of the inter-agency Task Force on International Merchandise Trade
Statistics that the fourth revision of Standard International Trade Classification (SITC,
Rev. 4) was needed in view of accumulated changes in the Harmonized System.
SITC, Rev. 4 was accepted by the United Nations Statistical Commission at its thirty-
seventh session in March 2006. The previous version of the SITC (SITC, Rev. 3) had
been approved by the Statistical Commission at its twenty-third session, in February 1985.

2. According to the information available to UNSD many countries and international
organizations continue to use the SITC, Rev.3 or even Rev.2 which is not surprising
given the need to present and analyze data in time series format.

3. UNSD has been contacted concerning the question whether the introduction of the
HS 2012 will lead to a new SITC revision. The UNSD position is that due to the
exclusive use of SITC for analytical purposes, it should, in principle, be revised only in
long intervals and that frequent revisions are neither required nor desirable. Yet, UNSD
invites the Task Force members to express their view on this issue.



